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Date  Venue Inspection Carried Out  Hazards detected 

13th January 
2018 

Ferry 
Farm/Thrumpton 

Visual (accompanied by Bailiff Mick 
Romhi) 

Three 

 
Report 
 
Ferry Farm/Thrumpton  are mature river fisheries with several well established swims. This venue has 
several steep banks and without constant attention and maintenance to bankside access the swims could 
deteriorate rapidly due to the effects of flooding and angler activities. 
During the inspection I identified three safety hazards that require attention to improve venue safety. 
 

¶ Hazard 1: Bank between pegs 5&6 this area has been access by members, but it is not suitable to fish 
from due to eroding and step banks. (see photographs) 

¶ Hazard 2: Peg 5 Gang plank to platform, the current planking is narrow and could result in an angler 
overbalancing and falling  into the river (see photographs) 

¶ Hazard 3: Multiple trees throughout Estate, number of trees are now in serious state of aging/rot 
with many limbs precariously balanced presenting real danger of falling onto anglers (see 
photographs) 
 

Summary and recommendations 
 
Ferry Farm and Thrumpton are generally safe venues with need for ongoing maintenance such as regular 
strimming of paths/swims and general vegetation management. However as they are natural venues there is 
always a risk to anglers who fail to take sensible precautions. Safety on the river bank should never be taken 
for granted and Ferry Farm and Thrumpton are no different to other river venues with this element of risk. 
Anglers and public alike should be responsible for their own safety and ensure that they do not take 
unnecessary risks. The following recommendations are made in relation to the identified hazards. 
 

1. Signs to be added between pegs 5 & 6 instructing anglers not to fish this area also the venue website 
to carry the same instruction 

2. Next work party to add another plank to existing two to increase gang plank width 
3. Discussions with estate to carry out tree management (requires profession arboriculturist ) to 

remove/manage trees presenting risk. Venue website to note tree hazards and advise anglers to take 
care during high winds 
 

The hazards I have identified within this report require to be addressed  to ensure these venues don’t 
present unnecessary risk and should be included in future work plans for the venue. A work plan for this 
venue should be agreed by the Ashfield committee for the 2018/19 season. 
 
Bryan Ashford 
Ashfield Angling H&S Officer 
January 2018 
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Hazard 1 Photographs 

 
 
Hazard 2 Photographs 
 

 
 
Hazard 3 Photographs  - (selection showing typical tree aging and rot) – continued next page 
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